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1
SELF-COOLING LOOP WITH ELECTRIC
RAM FAN FOR MOTOR DRIVEN
COMPRESSOR

BACKGROUND

This disclosure relates to a motor cooling system for a
motor-driven compressor in an aircraft On Board Inert Gas
Generating System (OBIGGS).

Aircraft and other vehicles may include an OBIGGS for
generating inert gas. An OBIGGS generally includes an air
separation module (ASM), which separates air into an inert
nitrogen-enriched air (NEA) stream and a permeate oxygen
enriched air (OEA) stream. The NEA stream may, for
example, be used at the fuel tanks of an aircraft or vehicle.

OBIGGS designs may include a heat exchanger and a
motor-driven compressor (MDC) system. The MDC system
may include first and second compressors. The heat
exchanger may be arranged in a ram-type air duct. During
ground operation, cooling airflow over the heat exchanger is
usually provided by an ejector downstream of the MDC
system, which creates a low pressure areca and draws air
across the heat exchanger. The ejector air is generated from
MDC second compressor outlet. During various flight and
day temperatures (i.e., cold to hot day) conditions, the
airflow over the heat exchanger may vary. For example, in
the hot day condition there may not be enough airflow
during ground operations to sufficiently cool the heat
exchanger.

Additionally, the MDC is usually cooled by a cooling loop
which may pass through an intercooler. Presently, the MDC
cooling loop draws air from the outlet of the first compres-
sor, and the air is ultimately discarded overboard after
passing through the cooling loop. This lowers the efficiency
of the MDC cooling loop during ground operations.

The ASM receives compressed air from the MDC. How-
ever, current MDC cooling designs do not effectively pro-
vide adequate ASM inlet temperature during cruising. Fur-
thermore, the ejector can lower the flow rate of air available
in the MDC system, which in turn decreases the amount of
air available for the ASM.

SUMMARY

A motor driven compressor system includes a motor with
an internal cooling loop. The internal cooling loop draws
cooling air from outside the motor driven compressor sys-
tem. The compressor system also includes at least one
compressor driven by the motor and a heat exchanger in
fluid communication with the compressor and the cooling
loop. The heat exchanger is arranged in a ram air duct. An
on board inert gas generating system (OBIGGS) and a
method including the motor driven compressor system are
also disclosed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The disclosure can be further understood by reference to
the following detailed description when considered in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates an example prior art
ejectorless on board inert gas generating system (OBIGGS)
with an electric fan and self-cooling motor driven compres-
sor (MDC).

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates an alternate prior art
OBIGGS with an electric fan and self-cooling MDC.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates an alternate detail self-
cooling MDC.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows an example schematic prior art ejectorless
On Board Inert Gas Generating System (OBIGGS) 10. The
OBIGGS 10 includes an air separation module (ASM) 12.
As is known, the air separation module filters air into a
permeate (oxygen enriched air, or OEA), which exits the
ASM via a conduit 14, and an inert nitrogen-right air (NEA),
which exits the ASM via a conduit 16. The ASM 12 receives
cool air from a motor-driven compressor (MDC) system 20
via a conduit 18. A filter 19 may filter the air in conduit 18
before it reaches the ASM 12.

The MDC system 20 may include first and second com-
pressors (C) 22 and 24, a motor 26, and a heat exchanger 28.
The heat exchanger may be an intercooler-type heat
exchanger. That is, cooling fluid and fluid traveling through
the MDC system 20 do not mix. The heat exchanger 28 cools
air for the ASM 12 and the motor 26. Cooling flow for the
heat exchanger 28 is provided by a ram-type duct 30 in one
example. Ram air flow may be controlled by a valve 32.
Additional cooling air may also be provided by an auxiliary
inlet 34 extending through the skin of an associated aircraft.
An electric fan 36 is arranged downstream of the heat
exchanger 28 in an overboard exhaust 38. A muffler 40 may
be arranged downstream of the heat exchanger 28 as well.

The first and second compressors 22, 24 are driven by the
motor 26. Air enters the MDC system 20 from an inlet 42.
This air may be from a cabin or cargo compartment of an
aircraft. A second muffler 44 and/or a valve 46 may be
arranged downstream of the MDC inlet 42. Air is com-
pressed by the first compressor 22 and sent to the heat
exchanger 28. Air from the heat exchanger 28 goes to the
second compressor 24. The flow passages for the system air
within the heat exchanger 28 are not shown but would be
apparent to a worker in the art. Air from the second
compressor 24 cycles back to the heat exchanger 28 by the
return line 48. Air from line 48 enters the heat exchanger 28
to become temperature conditioned air 18 that feeds into the
filter 19. Air exiting from the motor 26 and permeate exiting
from the ASM 12 via conduit 14 may feed into the overboard
exhaust 38 at mixing points 39a and 395, respectively. In the
example shown in FIG. 1, both mixing points 39a, 395 are
upstream from the electric fan 36.

The MDC system 20 includes a cooling loop 50. Hot
compressed air from the first compressor 22 is pushed
through an intercooler 100 via a conduit 51. The intercooler
100 feeds into the motor 26 for direct stator cooling. The hot
compressed air is cooled by the heat exchanger 28 in the
intercooler 100 and used to cool the motor 26. During flight,
valve 60 is closed. The cooling ram air may then be used to
cool the motor 26 via conduit 54. During ground operations,
bearing and rotor cooling is provided by the stream 56 while
check valve 61 is closed.

Referring to FIG. 2, an alternate prior art OBIGGS 10 is
schematically shown. In the alternate OBIGGS 10, the
mixing point 395 is downstream from the electric fan 36. In
this example, some air exiting from the second compressor
24 in the return line 48 may pass directly to the ASM 12 via
conduit 18.

The OBIGGS 10 may also include a temperature detec-
tion or regulation system. For example, in FIG. 1 the
OBIGGS 10 includes an overheat detection system 64
integrated into the OBIGGS to ensure that the system
components, for example, the first and second compressors
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22, 24, do not exceed a predetermined threshold temperature
which may affect operation of the MDC system 20. In FIG.
2, a temperature regulator valve 66 is arranged near the heat
exchanger feed to ensure that air entering the ASM 12 is at
an appropriate temperature.

FIG. 3 shows a detail arrangement for the MDC system
20. The MDC system 20 has an internal cooling loop 68. The
internal cooling loop 68 draws cooling air from the intake 52
external to the OBIGGS 10. The cooling air passes though
the internal cooling loop 68 and then may be cooled by the
heat exchanger 28. Additionally, a bearing and rotor cooling
loop 74 may draw air from the heat exchanger 28 outlet and
may feed into the internal cooling loop 68.

Although example embodiments have been disclosed, a
worker of ordinary skill in this art would recognize that
certain modifications would come within the scope of the
claims. For that and other reasons, the following claims
should be studied to determine their true scope and content.

What is claimed is:

1. A motor driven compressor system for use in an on
board inert gas generating system (OBIGGS), comprising:

a motor including an internal cooling loop, wherein the

internal cooling loop draws cooling air from outside the
motor driven compressor system;

at least one compressor driven by the motor; and

a heat exchanger in fluid communication with the at least

one compressor and the cooling loop and arranged in a
ram air duct; and

a fan arranged downstream from the heat exchanger in the

ram air duct.

2. The motor driven compressor system of claim 1,
wherein the at least one compressor comprises a first com-
pressor and a second compressor.

3. The motor driven compressor system of claim 1,
wherein the fan is an electric fan.

4. The motor driven compressor system of claim 1,
wherein the ram air duct feeds into an overboard exhaust
downstream from the fan.

5. The motor driven compressor system of claim 1,
wherein the heat exchanger is an intercooler-type heat
exchanger.

6. The motor driven compressor system of claim 1, further
comprising a bearing and rotor cooling loop separate from
the internal cooling loop.

7. The motor driven compressor system of claim 6,
wherein the bearing and rotor cooling loop draws cooling air
from an outlet of the heat exchanger.

8. The motor driven compressor system of claim 6,
wherein the bearing and rotor cooling loop feeds into the
internal cooling loop.

9. The motor driven compressor system of claim 1, further
comprising an air separation module (ASM) configured to
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separate nitrogen-enriched air from oxygen-enriched air and
in fluid communication with the heat exchanger.
10. An on board inert gas generating system (OBIGGS)
for a gas turbine engine, comprising:
5 an air separation module (ASM) configured to separate
nitrogen-enriched air from oxygen-enriched air;

a heat exchanger configured to cool air entering the ASM

and arranged in a ram air duct; and

a motor driven compressor system feeding air into the

ASM, and including a first compressor and a second
compressor driven by a motor and an internal cooling
loop, wherein the internal cooling loop draws cooling
air from outside the OBIGGS, wherein air from the first
compressor feeds into an overboard exhaust at a first
mixing point and oxygen-enriched air feeds into the
overboard exhaust at a second mixing point.

11. The OBIGGS of claim 10, wherein a fan is arranged
downstream from the heat exchanger and upstream from the
overboard exhaust in the ram air duct.

12. The OBIGGS of claim 11, wherein the second mixing
points is downstream from the fan.

13. The OBIGGS of claim 11, wherein the first and second
mixing points are upstream from the fan.

14. The OBIGGS of claim 10, wherein air exiting from
the internal cooling loop is cooled by the heat exchanger.

15. The OBIGGS of claim 10, further comprising a
temperature regulator valve between the heat exchanger and
the ASM.

16. A method of cooling an on board inert gas generating
system (OBIGGS), comprising:

providing a motor driving at least one compressor;

providing a heat exchanger arranged in a ram air duct and

configured to cool air passing to an air separation
module (ASM) from the at least one compressor;
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. providing a fan arranged downstream from the heat
exchanger in the ram air duct;
drawing cooling air from outside of the OBIGGS; and
providing the cooling air to a motor cooling loop.
40 17. The method of claim 16, further comprising passing

air exiting the cooling loop through the heat exchanger.

18. The method of claim 16, further comprising drawing
additional cooling air from an outlet of the heat exchanger
and providing the additional cooling air to a bearing and
rotor cooling loop.

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising passing
air exiting from the bearing and rotor cooling loop to the
motor cooling loop.

20. The method of claim 16, further comprising regulating
o @temperature of' the air passing to the ASM from the at least

one compressor.
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